08 Computer Applications
M1: Computer Systems (3) - Exercise




M1: Computer Systems (3) - Exercise

Hardware and Software

Softcopy of handouts can be found at http://www.clsmss.edu.hk/~whlau/08CA/
1. Compare the following optical storage media in terms of capacity, data transfer rate, etc.

a) CD (Compact Disc)

b) DVD (Digital versatile Disc or Digital Video Disc)
c) HD-DVD (High Density or High Definition DVD)

d) BD (Blu-ray Disc)

2. Search for two sets of computers of comparable prices.  (E.g. Hong Kong Golden, Dell, HP Compaq, Leveno/IBM, etc.).  Compare the hardware specifications (CPU, main memory, peripheral devices).

3. Explain the term “Symmetric multiprocessing”.  State any advantages or disadvantages of using this technology.

4. Compare the following office software packages: Microsoft Office, Open Office (OpenOffice.org).  State the names of similar programs from each of the packages, e.g. the word processing software, spreadsheet software, and presentation software, and look for the pros and cons of them.

Do NOT directly copy and paste the text from any web site.  Try your best to rephrase and summarize the points.  If there are too many details about a topic, extract only the main ideas in shot

Type your findings and then email it to Mr. LAU at isaac@clsmss.edu.hk.  The email subject should be “[08CA] M1 Ex”.  Remember to type your name, class and class number in the email.
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