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M2C: Multimedia Presentation of Information (7)

Using Multimedia Software

Softcopy of handouts can be found at http://www.clsmss.edu.hk/~whlau/08CA/
Manipulating Multimedia Files

1. Basic concepts

a) Export: Save a file as another format, which is not directly supported by the software.

b) Import: Open a file and convert it to a format that is directly supported by the software.

2. Bitmap graphic files:

a) Basic editing: copy, paste, crop, rotate, flip, etc.

b) Adjusting file size by changing resolution, color depth, compression ratio (of JPEG files)

c) File format conversion: BMP (( JPG (( GIF (( PNG

3. Audio files

a) Basic editing: copy, paste, trim, etc.

b) Other operations: changing pitch, loudness, swapping channels, sample size, sampling rate, etc.

c) File format conversion: WAV (( MP3

d) Extracting soundtrack from audio CD to WAV or MP3 format

Useful Freeware

	Software
	PhotoFiltre

	License
	PhotoFiltre is free for a private, non-commercial or educational use (including non-profit organizations).  In this case, registration is not necessary.  But commercial or professional use requires a registration.

	URL
	http://www.photofiltre.com/

	Description
	PhotoFiltre is a complete image retouching program.  It allows you to do simple or advanced adjustments to an image and apply a vast range of filters on it.  It is simple and intuitive to use, and has an easy learning curve.


	Software
	TextStylist
	Freeware

	URL
	http://www.waseo.de/articles.php?lng=en&pg=56

	Description
	TextStylist is a text design program, which you can use to add up to 10 different texts of type 3D, Shadow and Flat with individual attributes to a picture. Many picture formats supported for read and save and all texts with attributes can be saved so it is possible to reuse them.


	Software
	Audacity
	Open Source (GPL License)

	URL
	http://audacity.sourceforge.net/

	Description
	Audacity is a free, easy-to-use audio editor and recorder. You can use Audacity to:

· Record live audio. 

· Convert tapes and records into digital recordings or CDs. 

· Edit Ogg Vorbis, MP3, and WAV sound files. 

· Cut, copy, splice, and mix sounds together. 

· Change the speed or pitch of a recording.

	Software
	CDex
	Open Source (GPL License)

	URL
	http://cdexos.sourceforge.net/

	Description
	Cdex is a is utility which can extract Digital Audio (DA) tracks from an Audio CD into files on the hard disk. The extracted audio tracks can be stored as WAV or MP3 (MPEG-1 Audio Layer-3) files.


	Software
	Anvil Studio
	Freeware (free to distribute, cannot modify)

	URL
	http://www.anvilstudio.com/

	Description
	Anvil Studio is a free program designed for people who want to:

· record music with MIDI and Audio equipment,
· compose music for MIDI and Audio equipment,
· sequence music with MIDI equipment, or
· play with music using a computer and sound card.


	Software
	HammerHead Rhythm Station
	Freeware

	URL
	http://www.threechords.com/hammerhead/

	Description
	HammerHead is a simple TR-909-like drum computer program aiming at the dance-scene. You can use it to create perfect Techno loops, Jungle patterns or House beats, but it's also suitable for Hip Hop, Triphop, Rap, Industrial and almost any other music you can think of.


	Software
	Tales Animator
	Freeware

	URL
	http://www.dollysoft.com/

	Description
	Tales Animator is a rather unique tool to create custom cartoon animations in AVI format.  It does not require any graphical talent to get started since it includes several of ready-to-use cartoon actors.  All you need to do is write a screenplay, using a very easy to understand script language that uses a common English syntax which does not require any programming skills.


	Software
	Pivot Stickfigure Animator
	Freeware

	URL
	http://www.geocities.com/peter_bone_uk/

	Description
	Pivot makes it easy to create stick-figure animations. You can build your own stick figures and load your own backgrounds. The animations can be saved as animated gifs to be used on web pages.


	Software
	K-Lite Codec Pack
	Freeware

	URL
	http://www.free-codecs.com/download/K_Lite_Codec_Pack.htm

	Description
	K-Lite Codec Pack is a collection of codecs and related tools. Codecs are required to encode and/or decode (play) audio and video.  The K-Lite Codec Pack is designed as a user-friendly solution for playing all your movie files.


GNU General Public License

http://www.gnu.org/licenses/licenses.html#GPL
Freeware Download Site

http://www.snapfiles.com/Freeware/Freeware.html
http://www.download.com/
http://www.winfiles.com/
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